
 

 

Hill Avenue Academy History Overview  
 

History Autumn Term 
 

Spring Term 
 

Summer Term 
 

Nursery 
 
Understanding 

the world: 
People and 

communities 
 

Our Family Tree 
Investigate and gain knowledge of ourselves 

 

 Develop an awareness of my own immediate family and relations. 

 Imitate everyday actions and events. from my own family and 
cultural background, e.g. making and drinking tea. 

 Beginning to have my own friends. 

  Understand similarities and differences that connect me to, and 
distinguish me from, others. 

Our Beliefs 
Compare beliefs and practises of others 

 

 Show an interest in the lives of people who are 
familiar to me. 

 Remember and talk about significant events in 
my own experience. 

 Recognise and describe special times or 
events for family or friends 

 

Our Heritage 
Explore and examine my beliefs to others 

 

 Show an interest in different occupations and ways of 
life. 

 Understand some of the things that make me unique. 

 Talk about some of the similarities and differences in 
relation to friends or family 

Reception 
 
Understanding 

the world: 
People and 

communities 
 

Our Customs and Routines 
Investigate and gain knowledge of ourselves 

 
Investigate and gain knowledge of ourselves and others 

 Join in with family customs and routines. 
 

 

Our Past and Our Present 
Compare past and present events 

 

 Talk about past and present events in my own 
life.    

 Talk about past and present events in the lives of 
family members. 

 

Our Similarities and Differences 
Explore and examine similarities and differences 
between myself and others 
 

 Understand that other children do not always enjoy 
the same things, and are sensitive to this. 

 Talk about similarities and differences between 
others, and myself and among families, communities 
and traditions. 

Year 1  Historical People That Changed the World  
Investigate and gain knowledge of lives of significant individuals in the 

past 
 

 The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to 
national and international achievements.  

 Compare aspects of life in different periods, for example: Grace 
Darling, Mary Seacole, Florence Nightingale, Edith Cavell. 

 Toys of the Ages 
Compare and contrast how toys have changed 
 

 Understand the changes within living memory. 
These should be used to reveal aspects of 
change in national life. 

Kings and Queens 
Explore and examine the roles of kings and queens  
 

 Identify similarities and differences between the 
monarchy and their role compared with kings and 
queens in the past. 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their 
own locality. 

Year 2 A Local History Study: The Cadbury Family 
 

Investigate and gain knowledge of family life today and in the past 

 Describe and understand the changes within living memory. These 
should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. 

 Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

 A local history study. 
 

The Great fire of London 
 

Compare and contrast cause and consequence 
beyond living memory 

 Examine events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally (for example, 
the Great Fire of London) 

 Explore significant historical events. 
 

Famous Explorers 
 

Explore and examine the impact that explorers had on our 
lives today 

 Explore the lives of significant individuals in the past 
who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different periods, for example 
Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong, William Caxton, 
Tim Berners Lee. 

 



 

 

Year 3 A Local History Study of Wolverhampton 
Investigate and gain knowledge of the city of Wolverhampton 

 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of a 
local area - Wolverhampton. 

 Develop an understanding of a study over time tracing how several 
aspects of national history are reflected in the locality.  

 Develop a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a period 
beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

 

World War I and World War II 
Compare and contrast the effects of the second 

world war 

 Explore a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

 Explore a significant turning point in British 
history, for example, the first railways or the 
Battle of Britain. 

The Vikings 
Explore and examine the reasons for and consequences of 

invaders and settlers 

 Examine the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

 Examine Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 
Scots. 

 

Year 4 The Tudors 
Investigate and gain knowledge of Tudor life 

 Investigate a local history study. 

 Investigate a study of an aspect or theme in British history that 
extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 Develop and gain an understanding of the changing power of 
monarchs. 

The Roman Empire 
Compare and contrast the consequences of the 

Roman occupation of Britain 

 Develop secure knowledge and 
understanding of the Roman Empire and 
its impact on Britain. 

 Develop secure knowledge and 
understanding of Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots. 

 Explore a local history study. 

 Develop an in depth knowledge of the 
achievements of the earliest civilizations – 
an overview of where and when the first 
civilizations appeared.  

 

  The Achievements of Early Civilisations: China 
Explore and examine the achievements of early civilisations 

 Explore and examine a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British history. 
 
 

Year 5 Stone Age to Iron Age 
 Investigate and gain knowledge of the impact that new 
technologies had on Britain 

 Investigate and gain knowledge of the changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

 Investigate and gain knowledge of the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study 

 

Ancient Greece 
Compare and contrast the influence that the Greeks 
had on Europe 

 Explore Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life 
and achievements and their influence on the 
western world. 

 

A Local History Study: The Black Country 
Explore and examine the connections between 
national and international history 

 Explore and examine a depth study linked to the 
Black country. 

 Explore and examine a study over time tracing 
how several aspects of national history.  

 Explore and examine a study of an aspect of 
history or a site dating from a period beyond 1066 
that is significant in the locality. 
 

Year 6 Ancient Egypt 
Investigate and gain knowledge the achievements of the early 

civilisations  

 Investigate and gain secure knowledge and understanding of the 
achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study. 

 Develop secure knowledge and understanding of a non-European 
society that provides contrasts with British history. 

The Victorians 
Compare and contrast how Britain influences the 

wider world 

 Explore a history study – London. 

 Explore a study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

The Achievements of Non-European Society: South 
America 

Explore and examine the achievements of a non-European 
society 

 Explore and examine a non-European society that 
provides contrast with British history  

 


