
 

 

Hill Avenue Academy Music Overview  

 
Music Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Nursery 
 
 
 
 

Making Sounds and Music 

 Join in with singing my favourite songs. 

 Create sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing 

 Play and listen to the sounds musical instruments make 
          rhythmic movements 

 

Singing Familiar Songs and Rhymes 

 Join in with dancing and ring games. 

 Sing a few familiar songs. 

 Beginning to move rhythmically 

Repeated Rhythms and Beats 

 Imitate movement in response to music. 

 Tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

 Explore and learn about how sounds can be 
changed. 

Reception 
 
 

 

Songs and Dances 

 Beginning to build a repertoire of songs and dances. 
 

The Sounds of instruments and Materials 

 Explore the different sounds of instruments. 
 

Experimenting with Song, Music and Dance 

 Sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment 
with ways of changing them.  

Year 1 Reproduce Simple Rhythms 

 Hip- hop song focusing on pulse, rhythm and the ability to clap 
back  

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of 
high quality live and recorded music  

 Talk about how music makes you feel or want to move. E.g. it 
makes me want to jump/sleep/shout etc.. 

 Begin to recognise different styles of music, e.g. rap, ballad 

 Find the pulse in different pieces of music with support 

 Clap back a simple rhythm. 

Experimenting and Combining Sounds 

 Begin to use correct musical language e.g. rhythm, pitch and 
structure. 

 Find their singing voice. 

 Sing a melody at their own pitch. 

 Join in and stop as appropriate (follow a leader/conductor). 

 Start to develop basic singing posture with relaxed shoulders. 

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the 
inter-related dimensions of music. 

Creating Rhythms 

 Experiment with sounds and rhythms based on 3 or 4 
notes  

 Respond to music with their own ideas 

 Working in a group to perform 

 Knowing it is important to start and finish together 
when performing in a group 

 Practise, rehearse and present musical 
performances  

Year 2 Reproducing Simple Motifs and Melodies 

 Find their singing voice and use their singing voice 
confidently.  

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 
and speaking chants and rhymes  

 Sing a melody accurately with control. 

 Join in and stop as instructed. 

 Basic singing posture with relaxed shoulders. 

 Indicate high, medium and low pitched sounds 
 

 

 Playing a Tuned and Untuned instrument  

 Carefully follow a leader/conductor.  

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-
quality live and recorded music. 

 Handle and play instruments with control. 

 Identify different groups of instruments.  

 Follow musical notations (2 notes) and the rest symbol 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

Creating Melodies and Harmony 

 Experiment and combine sounds using their inter-
related dimensions of music 

 Contribute to a composition individually or with a 
partner. 

 Create melodies with the context of the song being 
learnt. 

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds 
using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Record composition using simple notation. 

 Perform in ensemble/small groups with instructions 
from the leader 

Year 3 Exploring with Sounds 

 Recognise and explore the ways sounds can be combined 
and used expressively and comment on this effect. 

 Recognise how music can reflect different intentions. 

 Listen with concentration and direction and make 
observations 

 Use the correct musical language to analyse and explore the 
way sounds are combined 

 Talk about the effect on the mood 

 Identify and recall rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

 Identify repeated patterns used in a variety of music 
(Ostinato). 

Singing in Tune 

 Sing in unison maintaining the correct pitch and using increasing 
expression.  

 Sing songs and create different vocal effects. 

 Understand how mouth shapes can affect voice sounds. 

 Internalise sounds by singing parts of a song ‘in their heads’ 
 Sing expressively with awareness and control of the expressive 

elements, e.g. timbre, tempo, dynamics. 

Reproducing and Performing Simple Motifs on Tuned 
Instruments 

 Perform with an awareness of different parts. 

 Perform with an awareness of what others are 
singing/playing. 

 Aware of posture 

 Sing songs from memory with accurate pitch  

 Show awareness of what others in my group are 
singing  

 Beginning to use notated scores when playing 
instrumental parts 



 

 

Year 4 Reproducing Phrases and Melodies by Ear 

 Listen with attention and detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory. 

 Show control when playing music instruments so that they sound as 
they should. 

 Identify melodic phases and play them by ear with support. 

 Recognise some of the notes on a musical stave.  

 Use standard symbols – crochet, minim and crocket rest to record 
my ideas. 

 Understand the history of music. 

Playing an Instrument with Dynamic Control 

 Play confidently with others taking instructions from the leader. 

 To be active in their learning; as musicians both teacher and 
pupils. 

 Show control when playing music instruments so that they sound 
as they should. 

Singing and Performing with Accurate Tuning 

 Show awareness of what others in my group are 
singing 

 Perform with an awareness of different parts. 

 Perform with an awareness of what others are 
singing/playing. 
 

 

Year 5 Making Inferences from Pieces of Music 

 Excited by music and can listen with increased concentration  

 Talk about my personal preferences and why I have them 

 Use and understand other musical notations 
 

Composing Music 

 Use and understand other musical notations 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
inter-related dimensions of music 

 Identify different speeds of pulse (tempo) by clapping and moving. 

 Keep a steady beat whilst performing an independent part. 

Rehearsing and Performing to an Audience 

 Rehearse sing and play music from across a range 
of styles 

 Present performances effectively.  

 Maintain my own part and be aware of how the 
different parts fit together. 

  

Year 6 Using Software to Compose and Edit Music 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their 
voices and playing musical instruments 

 Create different effects using a combination of pitched 
sounds. 

 Use ICT to change and manipulate sounds. 
 

Performing with Fluency, Control and Expression 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians  

 Perform an independent part keeping to a steady beat. 

 Sing with expression and rehearse with others. 

 Sing in a round of two parts and identify the melodic phrases and 
how they fit together. 

 Sing confidently as a class, in small groups and alone. 

 Begin to have an awareness of improvisation of the voice 
 

Preparing and Composing an Ensemble or Solo 
Performance to an Audience 

 Show an awareness of audiences, venue and 
occasion.  

 Perform alone or in a group, displaying a variety of 
techniques. 

 Take turns to lead a group. 

 Confident playing solo. 

 Hold my part in a round. 

 Take turns to lead a group when working in music 

 
 


