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Autumn Newsletter 1 - Welcome Back
We hope that you had a lovely summer break enjoying time with your families and friends,
whether you had ventured overseas or stayed closer to home. It is incredibly exciting to be
starting a new academic year and we would first like to extend a warm welcome to our new
families joining Hill Avenue Academy this year as well as our returning families! We are all
looking forward to another fun-filled year focused on progress, achievement, and
celebration. We also look forward to strengthening partnerships with parents so we can
hopefully work together more closely this year to help the children develop personally,
socially, emotionally and academically.
At this early stage of the term, we teach the children the new systems, routines, and
expectations in school and their new learning environments. Staff will focus on the children’s
learning behaviours in all subjects to build confidence and resilience. We are also provide lots
of opportunities for children to socialise safely and to take part in a wide range of sport,
which will include the re-introduction of face-to-face after-school clubs.
Have a superb Autumn term back at school.

Health and Safety Update
We would like to thank all our families for continuing to follow social distancing
recommendations around school. We are still encouraging children to engage in school life
safely and you may have noticed that some staff have chosen to wear masks at the start and
end of the day. We can assure you that although restrictions have been lifted we will
continue to be extra vigilant towards preventing the transmission of COVID19 and other
illnesses that are prevalent during the school year.

Road Safety and Parking Monitoring
The parking and traffic arrangements are being monitored by closely by the relevant
authorities, and you may have noticed traffic enforcement officers at drop off and collection
times. Please avoid parking across driveways or on the yellow zig-zag lines to keep children
and residents safe. Thank you for your support in keeping Hill Avenue Academy a safe and
harmonious place to be.

Attendance Matters
It’s cool to be in school! We love to see the children in school every day, learning
and socialising with their peers, developing both socially, emotionally and
academically. For children to make the fantastic levels of progress that they do here
at Hill Avenue, it is vitally important that children attend school every day. If children
are to benefit from the outstanding learning opportunities provided to them, then
regular attendance and punctuality are essential. Valuable learning time is lost when
students are absent or late. We will be celebrating and rewarding children and
classes who attend school each day this term in a variety of ways, and we would
really appreciate your support with this. We do appreciate that there are times when
children, through no fault of their own, are sick and need to stay at home to rest and
recuperate. If this is the case then please just contact the school office and keep us
informed on your child’s health. Thank you

For Support with Attendance Contact:
Miss C. Evans – Education Welfare Officer
cevans@manormat.com
Mrs K. Whitehouse – School Office Manager
Mrs T. Longden – School Administrator
Tel: 01902 558750
We are always here to help.
It is a legal requirement that children attend
school.
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W/B
27/09/21

After School Clubs
start
Black History Month
(English focus)
Measure – Reasoning
& problem solving
week
School Photographer
in school
School Closed –
October Half Term (2
weeks)
Parents Evening
Parents Evening
Last week of
After School Clubs
School Closed Christmas Break
School Closed –
Half Term
School Closed –
Teacher Day
School Closed –
Easter Break
School Closed –
May Day Bank
Holiday
School Closed –
Half Term Break
School Closed –
Teacher Day
School Closed –
Summer Break
School re-opens

04/10/21

04/10/21

05/10/21
16/10/21 –
31/10/21
17/11/21
24/11/21
W/B
06/12/21
18/12/21 –
03/01/22
19/02/22 –
27/02/22
28/02/22
09/04/22 –
24/04/22
02/05/22
28/05/22 –
05/06/22
26/07/22
27/07/22 –
31/08/22
01/09/22

Attendance Champions League

League

Champions League Table 2021/22
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th

2H
3H
1N
4L
RW
1/2G
6BC
RS
3/4DW
5/6W
5S

97.5%
96.5%
96.2%
95.8%
95.1%
95.0%
93.8%
92.4%
91.8%
91.6%
91.0%
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School
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95%
Our school target
and national
requirement is 97%

RS
RW
1N
1/2G
2H
3H
3/4DW
4L
5S
5/6W
6BC

88.3%
92.3%
94.3%
94.9%
97.3%
95.7%
95.3%
97.1%
93.1%
95.3%
93.2%

Finland’s World-Class Education Arrives
This term, Years 5 and 6 have embarked on their exciting ‘Quest’ learning which is a fullyintegrated interdisciplinary curriculum using the UK National Curriculum and the Finnish
Curriculum. Quests provide personalised and authentic learning experiences. The
curriculum is designed to empower our children to shape their own future. This new
approach is based on Finland’s world-class curriculum which promotes personalised
learning, discovery, collaboration, and world-class outcomes. In addition, it
encompasses successful international practices aligned with the local needs in our
community to make it truly relevant for the children of Hill Avenue.
The key elements of the Nordic baccalaureate:
 future ready
 purposeful
 competency based
 personalized
 interdisciplinary (transferring skills and knowledge)
 mindful wellbeing.
The New Nordic Educational System will empower our children to explore their natural
creativity, discover their true passions, and shape their own future. Take a look below!

Mrs A. Verdi
(Assistant Headteacher)

Hello everyone, Mrs Verdi here! Just wanted to say a huge THANK YOU to
everyone for making me feel so welcome. It has been a wonderful start to the
term and I feel honoured and privileged to be working with your children,
staff, pupils and everyone connected to Hill Avenue.
A little bit about me… I have been teaching for 13 years, I taught in Africa
during my early career and have taught and been part of the Leadership
team in one of our MAT schools, with experience of teaching across Upper
Juniors, Lower Juniors and some experience in Key Stage 1. I am a Specialist
Leader in Education and I have enjoyed working with other schools ensuring
education is the very best it can be, providing every child with the life
chances they deserve, children are at the heart of all we do.
I enjoy spending time with my family, travelling - exploring new places,
listening to music, shopping, socialising with friends and laughing and joking!
I love food so it’s hard for me to pick a favourite! (I really dislike
cauliflower!)
I am really looking forward to this new journey and working in partnership
with you all.

First of all I would like to say a really big thank you to you all for welcoming
us to the Hill Avenue family. The children, staff and whole school community
have made us feel very welcome, and we really look forward to meeting you
all over the coming weeks. I have been a primary school teacher for 18 years
and have been fortunate enough to work in all phases of school from Early
Years to year 6. I have loved working in every single year group.
Away from school, I love spending time with my family, following Spurs
football club, reading and watching films! My favourite films range from
anything from Star Wars to the Avengers! Spiderman is my favourite
Marvel character because he is the friendly neighbourhood superhero who
likes to look after the whole community!
I am really looking forward to meeting you all and working alongside you,
supporting the wonderful children of Hill Avenue Academy.

Mrs A. Brown
(Assistant Headteacher)
Hello! Let me tell you a little about myself.
I am a huge History fan, especially the medieval/Tudor and Victorian eras. I
am a member of the English Heritage and National Trust so I spend a lot of
my spare time travelling around the UK exploring historical sites, castles
and grand houses.
As my own children are now grown up, I am excited about being able to visit
different countries and cities with my husband and seeing lots more
fascinating places. I cannot wait to visit Pompeii and Rome!
When I’m not busy exploring, I spend time relaxing, reading or watching a
film with my family and my miniature schnauzer, Pippa.

Mrs C. Smith
(Higher Level Teaching
Assistant)

Our New School Nurse: Michelle Allen
School nurses play a vital role in linking the two important areas of education and
health. Their aim is to promote healthy lifestyles and prevent illness among school-age
children. School nurses are among the many health professionals providing services to
young people in accordance with the Government’s Healthy Child 5-19 program, which
covers six key areas: resilience and emotional wellbeing, improving lifestyles, reducing risky
behaviours, maximising learning, and achievement, supporting complex needs, and seamless
transition to adulthood. If you would like any support or assistance from Michelle Allen
email: info@hillavenueacademy.com
You will be notified in advance of any health checks that you child may receive at school.
Please ensure the school office have 4 emergency contact telephone numbers for your child.
These may be: family members, relatives or close friends. Thank you.

Pupil Leadership Team
The elections for the Pupil Leadership
Team are taking place this week. All
children will have the opportunity to
put themselves forward to be Pupil
Leaders and to demonstrate how they
would like to represent their class.
Each child will have the opportunity to
vote for their peers through a
democratic process just like in the
Houses of Parliament. The results of
the elections will be shared on Friday
24th September.
All children, even if they are not
successfully elected, will be given a
letter to congratulate them for putting
themselves forward through their
commitment and support of our
school.
Good luck to all our exceptional
children!

